THE  PRODUCTIVE   FORCES
the productive forces play no active part in this process ;
they do not determine the course of development any
more than the apple which I eat because I am hungry,
or the net which I use for fishing, are the causes of these
acts.
There is another point which ought to be elucidated.
" The conditions of production ", says Marx, " corre-
spond to a certain stage of the development of the pro-
ductive forces."    Now, which moment in this develop-
ment is decisive ?   Is it that of the discovery of the new
force, the day on which it is first put to use, or the time
when its use has become general ?    It cannot well be
the discovery, for centuries and even thousands of years
may pass before a discovery is applied to production
in such a measure as to have any noteworthy influence
on society.    There can be no doubt that Marx had in
mind the time when the use of a new force has become
frequent  enough  to  be  of  a  certain  importance  for
economic production at large, for it is only then that it
is enabled to play a part in social development.    It is
therefore necessary to investigate how the use of any
new force becomes general or at least extensive.    All
Marxists will agree that a certain development of the
conditions of production must have been attained before
a productive force of a perfectly new kind can be intro-
duced.    It would be quite impossible, for instance, to
use steam-engines'in production unless sufficient capital
has been accumulated and a sufficient number of trained
workmen, or workmen sufficiently intelligent to make
the training possible, are to be found.   That, however,
would be the reverse of'what Marx said.   It is not the
conditions of production which we find depending on
the development of the productive forces, but the pro-